A Sociological Evaluation 
of Dank Meme Creators 
on Social Media Services 



A project created by Deven Blake for Mr. Roy's 









What is a dank meme? 


A dank meme differs from a "normie" meme in that a dank meme tends to address 
a controversial topic on a less ethically valid side, commonly to address the 
ridiculousness of that debate. 



An example of this can be seen in figure 2.1 
(left). Donald Trump, the winner of the 2016 
US presidential election, can be seen in the 
same place as Pennywise was in a famous 
scene from It (1990). 


What is a dank meme? (continued) 


Figure 2.1 could be illustrating how Donald Trump seems like something "from the 
sewer" to traditional politicians. He has no prior political experience to presidency 
and his ideas are laughed at by a majority of the nation. In fact, according to 
Gallup, [1] Donald Trump's approval rating is roughly one-third. That means two in 
three people don't approve of him. The problem with this interpretation is that 
modern dank memes aren't created to emanate any symbolism, their only goal is 
to make people laugh for a couple seconds. Dank memes often have very 
little meaning at all. KnowYourMeme actually defines [3] memes as "in-jokes that 
are intentionally bizarre or have exhausted their comedic value to 
the point of being trite or cliche." The same source admits 
that nobody knows where the term comes from. 



Meaninglessness of Dank Memes 

Something that separates the audience that consumes dank 
memes from the audience that doesn't understand them is the 
ability to perceive meaninglessness. We can see this in a type 
of meme posting called aestheticposting. Things that are 
“aesthetic" are pleasing to the eye (see figure 4.1), and 
aesthetic memes are memes designed to introduce humor in a 
way that makes you want to look at the meme. These memes 
are often created only to "look nice" and not to amuse, and can 
be created simply for the benefit of the creator. 



fig. 4.1; an example of 
visual aesthetic being 
introduced to something 
common in pop culture 
(Now That’s What I Call 
Music, a series of popular 
music compilation 
albums) 








Nihilism 


The heart of dank memes is nihilism. Nihilism literally translates as "the belief in 
nothing." That's because at their whole, memes are created not to fill a void, but to 
create one. The internet, in the opinion of meme creators, is oversaturated. In fact, 
this level of oversaturation in video games led to the video game crash of 1983, 
but the internet can't crash. Facebook has two billion monthly users according to 
Statista [2] and most people don't care about the vast oversaturation of content. In 
fact, it was expected, considering anyone can publish content on the internet with 
no limits. A running joke is that dank memes protect the internet, but from a 
certain perspective they do. 


Physical Objects 


fig. 6.1; Meme creator tools such a 
imgflip’s can be used to create 
memes, but should they? 



In order to create memes, you need a computer that can connect to the internet 
and supports an art program. Given that these requirements are extremely low, 
memes could theoretically be made on the Commodore 64 or Next computers. 
The reason memes aren't created on these computers is that meme creators 
generally tend to frown on new content. One of Reddit's rules for meme creators is 
that they can't make a meme of a photograph they took. This is a bannable 
offense. [4] 












Values 


The (abridged) original rules to the internet are as follows, according to 
KnowYourMeme [5] : 

1) Do not talk about rules 2-33 

36) Anonymous does not forgive. 

37) There are no girls on the internet. 

38) A cat is fine too 

39) One cat leads to another. 

40) Another cat leads to zippocat. 

42) It is delicious cake. You must eat it. 

43) It is a delicious trap. You must hit it. 

44) /b/ sucks today. 

46) They will not bring back Snacks. 

48) ??? 

49) Profit. 

50. You can not divide by zero. 


Norms 


Most rules on the internet are specifically written down. There are a couple rules 
that hold authority over all other rules: 

- Don't steal a meme. 

- Don't try to introduce memes to pop culture. 


Never teach normies 
about memes. 


Language 


- normie 

- dank 

- spicy 

- neckbeard 

- swoll 

- edge 


Symbols 



fm 




Pepe the Frog is the most popular symbols in the business of 
memes. The problem with this is that many alt-right 
organizations use it as a symbol. The ADL designated Pepe a 
hate symbol, [7] although most uses of it are non-bigoted. Edited 
versions of Pepe are popular. Because of its designation, the 
author, Matt Furie, published fig. 11.3. Pepe officially died in 

2017. Many people are still digitally 
"shamed" for making Pepe memes. Because 
of Pepe's reputation as a symbol for bigotry, 
many people have been 
known to overreact to 
its use. ^ 


fig. 11.1,11.2,11.3; depictions of Pepe the Frog culminating in his death 
















Baiting 


Creators of memes are often stereotyped as "edgelords," people who purposely 
create controversy on the internet-just... because. This isn't completely true or 
false. This practice is called "baiting," the practice of I 
stirring controversy sometimes just to see who takes 
your bait seriously enough. Not all memers do this. 

Memes can be both positive and negative, and creators 
of memes generally see memes this way. 


This is bait. 



In conclusion 


Memes are taken subjectively by the audience and mean nothing. I believe this is 
also true of the subculture of meme creators. Sociology is about the development 
of human culture, and in the low-key hysteria of the internet, meme culture formed. 
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